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OBITUARY - ALEC MEADES
FOUNDING PRESIDENT
OF NZ DEXTER BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

8 March 1937 - 30 July 2025
(aged 88years)
Written by Anne Meades:

Here is a bit about Alec and how he
came to love Dexter cattle. He first
came to know them as a boy still at
school, which he quite often would
bunk off to help on a friend’s farm,
and go to cattle shows. It was love at
first sight. But before he could even
think of owning any, he had to do his
3 year stint in the British army
serving in Malaysia. While there, his
sister - who had just immigrated to
N.Z. bombarded him with N.Z.
Farming journals. As soon as his time

in the army was up, he went to N.Z. House in London to enquire about

1mm1grat1ng.

He secured a farming job in Northland, not far from where my parents were
farming, got to know my Dad who got interested in these small cattle. At that
time you could not import cattle or semen, from the U.K. due to mad cow
disease. But as soon as the cow restrictions for straws, were lifted, he was in
heaven. Six straws were the minimum anyone could bring in, and he managed to
talk a few farmers into also buying some - at a thousand dollars a straw it was not
cheap and no guarantee on getting the preferred heifers - however, it was
definitely well worthwhile and the friendships gained are only one plus.

Dexters are here to stay!
Written by Leonard Olsen, a colleague at Livestock Improvement:

I remember Alec as always enjoying a good joke. There was one day, we were at
the AFFCO meat works with some new Al trainees. He was training, I had just
called in for something. In those days we trained using the cull dairy cows before
they met their end. One of our trainees was a young lady who really didn't look
the part at all. She certainly proved everyone wrong though. Anyway, she and
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Alec were sparking off each other, so without giving anything away, Alec put a
steer into the next line up of animals and waited for her to take her place. She
lifted the tail, inserted her hand into the rectum and then proceeded to insert the
pipette but of course there was nowhere for it to go. Well, he had everyone in
stitches including the young lady. I think Alec had to excuse himself around the
corner to regain his composure, he was laughing so much. He got a lot of mileage
retelling that story.

He was the best Al trainer. He had such a knack of telling you what you were
feeling, even though his hands were on the outside. When he came to do his
checking, you couldn't put anything over him. He could always tell if you had
gone too far and had withdrawn the pipette a bit to get it right.

Written by Grant Keymer

Alec Meades emigrated from the UK to NZ in 1959 at age 22, having been
involved with Dexters since he was a schoolboy. Many years later, his dedication
to the breed was recognised by the Dexter Cattle Society UK, who awarded him
a life membership.

From 1979 onwards, Alec and Anne spent thousands of dollars importing Dexter
semen into NZ. After three generations of breeding, starting from foundation
cows, the first NZ-born purebred Dexter bull was produced from UK semen
inserted into a Grade 3 cow named Meadowpark Pollie Jnr. The bull's name was
Meadowpark Charles and he was born in July 1988. Dexter cattle born in the
carly years were registered using the Dexter Cattle Australia (DCA) herd book,
until the NZ herd book started in August 1991.

It wasn't until July 1993 that the first provincial committee meeting of NZ Dexter
breeders was held, still under the auspices of DCA. In 1994, the decision was
made to form the NZ Dexter Breeders Association (NZDBA), and Alec was
elected as the first president. He continued in that role until the 2000 AGM and
was subsequently awarded life membership in 2004.

The NZDBA became DCSNZ and was incorporated in 2001. Various presidents
followed in Alec's footsteps, but I well remember receiving an irate phone call
from him, when I was on Council as Treasurer in 2013. A string of resignations
had occurred - including the President, Herd Registrar and Dispatch Editor. To
Alec, it must have seemed as though his beloved Dexter Society was self-
destructing. The words he used were something along the lines of "What the
heck are you all doing down there", said in the concerned tone of a father
addressing his adult son. I've always seen myself as one of Alec's proteges and am
forever grateful for his mentorship and encouragement at critical points during

the time I've been involved with the Dexter Society.
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EDITORIAL Maureen Pettersson

First of all I would like to pass on my

condolences to Anne Meades and family on
the passing of her lovely husband Alec the
founding President of what we now call The
Dexter Cattle Society New Zealand Inc. I
was extremely fortunate to have met them
both at many AGM’s over the years.

I would like to apologise for the lateness of
this issue. Personnel issues and also that I
had both my knees replaced around the end
of September. I actually thought I would be
able to do it but I couldn’t sit for more than
15 minutes or so at a sit and I couldn’t’ rest
the laptop on my knee’s when putting my
feet up because it hurt to do so. Very
frustrating!!

Can’t say it’s been easy but because I was fit
and healthy to start with it’s made my
recovery so much easier and faster (so far) than most. I am on my own and I didn’t want
to ask family and friends to help twice so I was really happy when the surgeon agreed to
do both in one go. Now it’s all onwards and upwards — as they say!

I would like to say a formal farewell because this is going to be my last as Editor of the
Dexter Dispatch as T was hoping it would be after 12+ years and we now have someone
who has kindly stepped in to take over this role. Amy Slater from Maungaturoto,
Northland and her family are looking forward to their new job and I really appreciate
Amy putting her hand up to take on this important Off Council position. Please support
Amy in her future issues by sending in photo’s, stories etc.

Because I lost Wayne 21 months ago my heart isn’t in the breeding side of Dexters
anymore. So I have decided to sell my breeding girls and just have 2-3 Dexter steers. It’s
going to make my life a lot casier as well, not having to worry about feed, and calving
ete. Istill plan to keep my membership for many years to come and support the DCSNZ
in any way I can.

I would like to thank Council for all their support, I have made some really good solid
friendships in the last 20+ years whilst on Council and the latter few years as editor. I
especially appreciate their support and kindness with the tragic loss of my husband
Wayne Pettersson who was President from June 2018 until his cancer diagnosis in
October 2022.

I also thank you, for all your support over the years as well but now it’s time for

someone else to step in and put their own sparkle to future of The Dexter Dispatch ©
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT Grant Keymer

TRIBUTE TO MAUREEN

I first met Maureen at the 2011 AGM
in Gisborne, and her enthusiasm for
Dexter Cattle along with everything
involved in the running of our society
was impressive. At the time, she was
Membership Officer, and it was clear
she enjoyed participating in Council
meetings, as well as being very
committed to her role as Area Rep for
Wellington and South Wairarapa. In
2012, Maureen organised the AGM in
Lower Hutt and I saw more of her

talents on display. The bottle auction,
and bus tour are lasting memories. Over the years I've been involved with
DCSNZ, I've seen Maureen step up many times and take on a job that nobody else
wanted to do. One example of this, was the Dispatch Editor's job. We found
ourselves in a bit of a pickle in 2013 after a string of resignations, one of whom
was the editor. Maureen volunteered to take on the role temporarily, until

someone else could be found.

I'm sure most DCSNZ members would agree that Maureen has taken the Dispatch
to new levels of excellence during her tenure. Through contacts in her local area,
she found a print shop who would produce each issue in full colour at a very
reasonable price, whereas the inside pages had all been in black-and-white, with
only the cover pages in colour until then. The variety of articles she has found,
from many sources around NZ and internationally, have greatly added interest for

readers.

Another of Maureen's most noteworthy achievements was in persuading her late
husband Wayne to stand for election as President in 2018. Until that time,
Wayne was in the habit of going out for a walk during each AGM, because he
found them boring. So it can't have been an easy job to convince him of the
merits of her idea, but she managed to do so, and Wayne made a great
contribution during his tenure, especially in the areas of systems and governance.
We owe a great deal to both Maureen and Wayne for their efforts over many,
many years. Maureen will be staying on as a member, but this issue of the
Dispatch is her last. We wish you well Maureen and are forever in your debt.




MEMBERSHIP REPORT Jillian Walst

Time for another membership report in the
Dispatch! Thank you to all who have paid
their membership subs - there have only been
a couple that needed to be queried in order to
have them coded correctly. It has indeed been

helpful at my end!

We finished up with only 6 lapsed
memberships, so that is great! Of course there
have been some resignations, but we know
that happens as folk sell land and move into
town or simply go out of owning stock.

We began calving in mid—August and all bar

one heifer produced a lovely Dexter calf
within that first three weeks...the last one arrived 6 weeks later - 6 heifers, 6
bulls so we are pleased with that.

We know that Dexters are excellent mothers....BUT, we have had one that
initially defied that! Calving was a breeze, but she did not love her calf right from
the beginning. A bottle of colostrum picked the wee girl up and she was ready to
suck well, but mother just would not stand still and would kick her away. John
was able to stand the heifer (a first calver) in the bail and the calf could feed on
the front quarters, but once she started on the back quarters, the kicks began
again. It has taken 6 weeks for feeding to simply take place in the paddock and
they have both joined the rest of the herd. The grandkids are delighted that we
will have such a friendly calf, well used to being petted and handled, (and now we
have now introduced moozlie), and of course John is the favourite whenever he
appears!

But the grass is growing, animals look good, spring is well here, paddocks shut up

for hay and today we had lovely sunshine.
All is good on the farm. Do hope that is the same as your place!

It is my pleasure to welcome the fol]owing new members to the Dexter Society!!

New members Area Stud
#1348  Mike Horne Kaiapoi
#1349 Doug Hill Kirwee
#1350  Christine & Denis Gavin Wanganui Dunard
#1351 Carl Snr & Carl Botha Te Kuiti Carwijabo
#1352  Karen & Micayla Boshoff Rangiora Fae-Reign
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#1353 Duane Gardner Maungaturoto
& Olive-Ann den Hartog
#1354  Charles Churton Te Awamutu  Kakepuku Shore

COPYRIGHT - DISCLAIMER
Avrticles published in the New Zealand Dexter Dispatch are the sole intellectual property
of the acknowledged author or DCSNZ Inc. They should not be re-printed without express
permission of the author/s. Other than official reports & notices of the council & its officers,
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the DCSNZ Inc. The Society
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any published opinion or information supplied
by individuals or re-printed from other sources.

RESEARCH REPORT Tony Cutten

WILD ANIMAL VECTORS OF BOVINE TB - NEW ZEALAND
COMPARED WITH THE UK

Badgers and Possums

A few readers may have viewed the latest 2025
series “Clarkson’s Farm” — Amazon. Given Jeremy
Clarkson is a remarkably successful entertainer, his
transition to grain farmer, chicken, pig, mushroom
and cattle farmer, launching an on-farm cafe, all
the while dealing with the frustrations of inclement
weather and challenging local body hurdles, meets

with mixed success. While you and I as hardened
lifestyle farmers will roll your eyes at his antics, the series makes for rather
entertaining viewing. Relevant to this article is the specific challenge faced by
Clarkson when a cow in his herd test positive for bovine TB. Wild badgers in the
Diddly Squat farm woods had been destroyed on veterinary advice. Despite this
TB testing found a positive cow which was also in calf to twins.

This Badger issue and whether wild populations non-farmed animals act as a
source and threat to farm animals set me thinking about the parallel issue in NZ.
Hence the title Badgers and Possums.




Possums

Both the UK and New Zealand
have had a TB problem in cattle
for some time. In New Zealand
the evidence is fairly clear that the
Australian  brush-tail  Possum
(Trichosurus vulpecula) is the main
inter-specific vector for bovine
TB.

Vector risk areas (VRA) covering
about 62% of NZ by area were
surveyed to assess if wild animals
could be involved in inter-specific
transmission of TB (
ie.transmission of TB from a wild
species to cattle). In 6 areas in the
North Island and two in the south,
collectively, 2057 possums, 209
feral pigs, 56 ferrets, 22 stoats, 6
weasels and one wild cat were
killed and lab tested for TB. One

feral pig was positive in an area in

the Upper Rakaia where a cattle
herd had recently found to be infected. In the 12 months up to mid-2011, 722
cattle were slaughtered in the TB control program and a further 80 detected
during meat inspection.

TB infection in NZ cattle herds increased from 1978 up to 1994, but declined
steadily until 2011 and has fallen since. From a peak in 1993, infection in
commercial deer herds has similarly declined. Why the decline? Relentless herd
testing in breeding age animals has identified infected animals which are culled.
Movement control areas near DOC estate risky areas have required any animal
moving from the area (except directly to slaughter) need to be tested within 60
days.

Humans can also be infected by cattle TB, but carcase testing at the abattoir and
pasteurisation of milk means we are largely protected, mitigating this risk. The
risk is rated as rare and sporadic.

In conjunction with this approach is the destruction of possums. In one VRA,
ferrets are also considered to be an important risk. Possum control by Ospri (see
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Proof of freedom document) is by a mix of trapping, shooting adjacent to farmed
areas, with aerial 1080 drops in the inaccessible areas.

So NZ has made considerable progress in eliminating TB. Only 16 herds have TB
infection now. In Canterbury in early April 2025 our biggest cattle farm,
Molesworth, was declared TB free.

For an excellent summary of the TB control program read

WWW.0spri.co.nz/our-programmes/ the-tbfree-programme /history
The Ospri TBfree program aims to eradicate TB from livestock by 2026, from

possums by 2040, and from all hosts by 2055. All this carnage may upset many
people, but with such a contagious disease it has to be on going to eradicate
bovine TB. If it can be achieved it will be enormous credit to all the tireless
testing, surveys, culling and all the people including farmers involved.

(Credit. Sinclair et.al. (2023)

Badgers

The UK has a much
bigger problems than
we do. Badgers, a wild
animal widely
dispersed  throughout
Britain and Ireland,
live deep in
underground setts.
They are known to
have  TB.  Badgers

were long considered

to be a pool and
vector for infecting cattle herds. Government there legislated for the
destruction of badgers so that up to 2013, 37% of UK badgers have been culled.
Well have you read The Wind in the Willows — Kenneth Grahame.(You may be
more familiar with the AA.Milne 1929 adaptation for the stage as Toad of Toad
Hall).

Ever since 1908 and probably before then, the English have loved Badgers,
certainly a cut above the wicked weasels, ferrets and the like.

So what does the Badger Trust (UK) say. They say there is no evidence of a self-
sustaining reservoir of bovine TB in Badger populations. They say that bovine
TB outbreaks in cattle are from cattle to cattle transmission. They further say
that the badger cull has made no reduction in bovine TB incidence in cattle. In
the decade to August 2024, 278,000 cattle have been destroyed and 230,000
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badgers as well. The numbers are enormous. Outbreaks of TB in cattle herds
cost the UK Govt 100 million pounds for each outbreak. Reassessment of the
Badger cull has resulted in the decision for the cull being phased out by 2029.
The National Farmers Union disagrees saying the cull “ has worked” against TB.
The eradication program is pivoting to vaccination of Badgers. A vaccination
program for cattle is also planned for with the aim of disease eradication in
England by 2038. Clarkson’s experience seems to fit better with cattle to cattle
transmission than Badger to cattle transmission. There is little doubt of the
enormity of these programs and the British have a huge and expensive task
ahead.

Summary:

The management of bovine TB in the UK and in NZ and plans to eradicate it are
following different trajectories. NZ strictly controls the reporting of cattle
movement with the NAIT system since 2012. Cattle movement in the UK is
apparently not so enforced. Our authorities appear adamant that culling of
infected possum populations directly influences the incidence of TB in cattle
herds. VRA’s are the safety net. There does not appear to a comparable decline
in the incidence of bovine TB in the UK cattle herds with the culling of Badgers.

References:

Jane Sinclair, Dallas New & Mark Neill S (2023) TB in New Zealand — journey from epidemic towards
eradication. Irish Vet Journal 76 (Suppl 1)21

Akhmetova,A et.al.(20 coauthors) ~ Genomic epidemiology of Mycobacterium bovis infection in sympatric badger
and cattle populations in Northern Ireland. Microb Genom (2023) May 25;9(5):mgen001023.
doi: 10.1099/mgen.0.001023

www.bbc.com/news/ articles 31 August 2024. Badger culling to end in England within five years

Clarkson's Farm. Season 4. Amazon Prime Video (May 2025)

www.ospri.co.nz/ our-programmes / the-tbfree-programme / history

PEOPLE WAIT
All day for 5pm
All week for Friday
All Winter for Summer
All of life for Happiness
Don’t let the pursuit of
tomorrow diminish the joy
of today
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AREA REPORT

NORTHLAND

By Jillian Walst

Today was a lovely Northland
day and a small group met at
the home of Amy and Mya
Slater, in Maungaturoto.

We did not have a specific
topic for discussion, but that
didn’t seem to be a

problem as the conversation
flowed easily — calving, stock

prices, dehorning,licensed
home kill, stock health,
breeding for specific
characteristics... to name a

few.

Lunch was delicious! Followed
by a wander down to view the
tame Dexters,

one of which is milked for the
family. Amy has a great veggie
garden, sheep,

pigs and hens...everything you
could need!

Thanks Amy for hosting us.
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DCSNZ INC. COUNCIL

Taipuha Settlement Rd
RD1
Paparoa, 0571

P: 09 9503075
E: webmaster @dextercattle.nz

92A Takanini-Clevedon Rd
Ardmore, RD 2
Papakura 2582

: 09 2981789
: secretary@dextercattle.nz

m o

1324 Bulls Rd
RD 3, Kerikeri 0293

- 09 4071508
:_membership@dextercattle.nz

12 Kotuku Place
Masterton 5810

: 06 216 2787
: treasurer@dextercattle.nz

m o m ©

:021 1678751
: webassist@dextercattle.nz

m o

942A Oneriri Road, RD 2
Kaiwaka, 0573

: showing@dextercattle.nz

m o

OFFICERS OUTSIDE COUNCIL

57 Papaiti Rd
RD 14
Whanganui, 4584

M: 022 3156554
E: herdreg@dextercattle.nz

137 Colletts Rd, RD 1
Upper Hutt 5371

E: dispatch@dextercattle.nz
M: 027 5263785 (texts preferred)

179 The Coastal H/way, RD 1
Appleby, Richmond 7081

P: 021 985 824
E: research@dextercattle.nz

COMPLAINTS OFFICERS

152 Ashworth’s Rd, RD 1
Amberley, Canterbury 7481

P: 027 4600985
E: dovey.reid@xtra.co.nz

354 Hughes Line, RD 2
Carterton, Wairarapa

P: 021 938594
E: hughes354@outlook.com
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CODE CONTACT

. 021 761957
Rosalie Bakker g@dextercattle..nz
P: 09 4275262
Dayle Flanagan dartfarm24@gmail.com
Robyn Snelgar 09 2981789
(Point of Contact) E: secretary@dextercattle.nz
Elizabeth Thompson | P:027 2080631 )
E: bluemistlizzi@gmail.com
Elizabeth Thompson | P:0272080631 )
E: bluemistlizzi@gmail.com
Would you like to be an Area Rep?
‘ Would you like to be an Area Rep?

. . P: 022 3156554 (Michelle)
M'Che”e&Go"d""'” P. 022 4661089 (Adrian)
Adrian Light E: manawatudexters@gmail.com

P: 04 5263785
Maureen Pettersson
E: stalybrook@xtra.co.nz
Would you like to be an Area Rep?

. P: 03 3187237
Marion Mangnall E: jimari@xtra.co.nz
Rochelle Parkhill P: 021 1165093
E: rtparkhill@hotmail.com

DCSNZ CHARGES

MEMBERSHIP - RENEWAL DUE 1°" JULY
Full (if paid before 30 Sept) $40 Associate (if paid before 30 Sept) $30
Junior (if paid before 30 Sept) $20
Please note, there will be an administration fee of $10 on all fees paid after the 30" Sept.
Herd registration (stud name) One off fee: $25
Registrations — ALL grades
Bulls under 24 months: $30 Bulls after 24 months $60
Heifers/Cows under 24 months  $5 Visual Tag, $12 Brass Tag
Heifers/Cows after 24 months ~ $10 Visual Tag, $24 Brass Tag
Transfers — Seller to pay this.
Within 30 days of sale: $15 Over 30 days after sale: $30

Replacement Brass Tags: $5each
DCSNZ BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS WESTPAC 030498-0252802-00




LEGS & FEET IN CATTLE By Jeremy Engh

Leg set and position is very important in beef cattle. Since I was a boy, we have raised
Devon cattle, many of which have lasted into their late teens and twenties. These cattle
would not have lasted this long without good feet and legs. Improper set of feet and legs
leads to hip, knee, and back problems as well as irregular wear on the hooves. The feet
and legs of an animal form its foundation and like any foundation it must be solid to
properly support the animal. Any and all foot or leg conformation problems will lead to
poorer mobility, difficulty traveling, poorer body condition resulting in poorer fertility
and poorer calf performance. All of a sudden feet and legs are pretty darn important.

A beef animal should stand squarely on all four feet. Hoof length should be minimal and
they should “track” when Walking. Tracking simply means that when the front foot leaves
a spot on the ground the rear foot should occupy it. Shoulder rotation should take place

Correct Too straight Sickle-hocked

Correct Bow-legged Cow-hocked

in line with the spine and the hips should be squarely set, not tucked under or pinched
together. Bone shape and density should also be inspected when evaluating the animal.
Particular attention should be paid to the cannon bone (shin bone). The cannon bone
should be ovular, not round and finely made, not thick or dense. The cannon bone is
attached through the fetlock joint to the pastern bone. The Pastern bone connects
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through the pastern joint to the coffin bone (foot bone), (inside hoof). This is essentially
the bone anatomy of the bovine leg.

From the front, a beef animals legs should be straight up and down. Animals that are
bowlegged or knock-kneed will surely have shoulder, feet, and traveling issues
throughout its life. Animals with this conformational issue will not last and will pass this
issue on to progeny.

Just as important as the leg positioning is the foot positioning. Splay-footed or turned out
feet, are a big problem and cause major issues with wear on the hooves of beef animals.
Just as bad are pigeon toed, or turned in feet. Have you ever injured one of your legs,
feet or ankles? Of course you have. And what did you do? You walked at an awkward

MNormal Knock-kneed Bow-legged

angle applying uneven pressure on your other leg, ankle, or hip causing it to ache as
much as the injured one. This is an example of how irregular leg and feet positioning can
affect the daily routine and longevity of a beef animal, or any animal for that matter.

From the back, we want the same things as the front, everything square and straight,
everything moving easily and naturally forward in a straight line with pressure being
applied to the hooves evenly and directly. The terminology however is of course
different. We still call an animal whose knees bow outward, bowlegged. However,
instead of calling an animal whose knees bow in, knock-kneed as we do in the front, we
call an animal whose knees bow in in the back, cow-hocked. A cow-hocked animal will

look splayed out in the back.

From the side we want the front legs to be straight when the animal is standing still. The
animals should be neither buck-kneed (bowed forward), or calf-kneed (bowed back). If
the cow has too much or too little bend in the legs, the bones in the shoulder blade will
be set improperly. The bones in the shoulder are supposed to meet together in a 90
degree angle, tilted to the right.

From the side, the back legs should be equally scrutinized. When one joint is incorrectly
set on an animal, it will negatively wear the other joints. The rear leg must have some
bend in it. If the bend is too much, this is referred to as having too much angle in the leg
and is called sickle-hocked. If an animal is sickle-hocked it will not track, there will be
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overstepping. Animals with sickle-hocks are at an increased risk of developing
thoroughpin or bone spavins. If the animal’s legs are straight, it is called post-legged.
When an animal is post-legged, under stepping will occur, causing similar problems.
Looking at the footprints of your cattle and watching them track will identify either of
these problems with animal conformation.

NOW FOR FEET.

Cattle are cloven-footed animals. This simply means they are born with two digits. The
two claws are, the outer, or lateral claw and the inner, or medial claw; the claws are
separated by what is called the interdigital clef. The lateral claw is larger in the front feet
and smaller in the rear feet. The claws make up the hooves. The hooves have rings,
which can be inspected and give some indication of an animal’s nutrition, living
conditions, and production. A typical beef hoof grows .20 - .25 inches a month. The hoof
rings are like a log book, one can see what happened to the animal at any given time
during the past 12 months. Deep horizontal grooves indicate that a cow had a retained
placenta, difficult calving, a period of really bad stress or weather etc... Every time a

cow calves, hoof growth temporarily slows or even stops.

Too straight

A lot of foot issues are not genetic but rather the result of nutritional deficiencies.
Laminitis or foundering in cattle is a direct result of rumen acidosis (too much fiber
resulting in excess lactic acid which the rumen cannot handle). Overgrown hooves or
popping of the Pasterns is usually the result of a selenium deficiency or an excess sulfur
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or calcium in the water. The list goes on, but my point is that when evaluating cattle
with bad feet, one must ask whether the issue is management or genetic.

Attention must also be paid to the pasterns. Pasterns are bones that run down the top of
the foot to the hoof; there should be a slope from the pastern joint down the hoof to the
ground. The leg structure affects much of the hoof structure. If the animal does not step
on them correctly, lameness may occur in the animal's life. When the pastern is too
straight, it will appear as if the animal is walking on its tip-toes. The heel of the hoof

should be sitting above the ground, but not too far above the ground animals need some
bend in the pastern. The skin that is attached to the hoof also needs to be above the
ground as well. Hooves need to be equal in size and correct in shape. Hooves shouldn't
curl in, under, or be too small or grown out.

Many thanks to Jeremy for this great article. Jeremy breeds Red Devon’s and lives on his
Lakota Ranch on the foothills of Blue Ridge Mountains in Remington, Virginia, US.

Managing Magnesium Levels In Cattle By Clive Dalton

Low magnesium levels in cows can lead to serious problems at the worst possible
time. As calving approaches, the demands on the animal’s body are already high.
A deficiency in magnesium can cause grass staggers, a sharp drop in milk
production, or even sudden death. These are the kinds of losses that can hit hard
on a lifestyle block, both emotionally and financially.

Why magnesium deficiency is hard to fix quickly

Magnesium acts a bit like a battery in the body. You cannot top it up overnight.
Once levels are low, they take time to recover. The real challenge is that even if
you start supplementing, it may not be enough to restore normal levels in time.
Cows that have grazed short pastures or poor-quality feed over summer are
particularly vulnerable. Their magnesium intake will have been limited for weeks
or even months. By the time symptoms show, the whole herd may be at risk.
Blood testing provides an early warning

One of the best ways to understand what is going on in your herd is to ask your
vet to take a few blood samples. These can be analysed quickly by a lab to check
magnesium levels. You only need to test around 10% of your cows to get a good
picture. Avoid including heifers, as their mineral requirements and metabolism
are different.

Your vet will help interpret the results and advise whether any emergency
measures are needed. If blood levels are already below normal, supplements

alone may not be enough to turn things around without additional support.

Prevention is better than cure
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Testing does more than just give you a number. It can highlight other potential
mineral imbalances or deficiencies that may be brewing below the surface. You
might not like the results, but having the information puts you in control. It gives
you a chance to act before you start losing animals.

If you are unsure about your cows’ mineral status or you’ve had issues with grass
staggers in the past, take the time to talk to your vet and get those tests done. It is
a small investment that can make a big difference.

If you are new to cattle or just want a refresher on the practicalities of keeping
them healthy, our What You Need to Know to Keep Cattle course covers all the
essentials, including nutrition, health checks, and seasonal risks.

Many thanks to Lifestyle Block allowing me to print this article. =

lifn:tyloblo:k. co.nx

SAFE CATTLE HANDLING WORKSAFE NZ

After my recent double
knee replacement
surgery, I  thought
about how I actually
got to that point.
BOTH were from
injuries from cows
being overprotective of
their calves.

After the last injury in
¢ 2019 I decided that I
- } @ would only breed and

1

keep cows that can be

approach in the paddocks to safely check and tag their day old calves.
Below is a condensed version for lifestyle block owners, non employers and those

not running bulls for the meat works, of the NZ Worksafe leaflet. For the full
version please refer to their website at www.worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-

industry/agriculture/working-with-animals/working-with-

cattle/safe-cattle-handling-fact-sheet/
Every year, many people are hurt by cattle, mostly when cattle kick or crush

them. Some get serious injuries, like broken bones, and people have been killed.
Cattle have minds of their own, a huge weight advantage and move surprisingly
fast. Even skilled cattle handlers take knocks or kicks during their careers
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Key points

Anyone working with cattle must be appropriately trained and
experienced for the task.

Keep yards tidy and well maintained.
Plan an escape route in advance when working with cattle in the yards.

Never get in the race with large cattle. Don’t put your arms or legs
through the race walls.

Don’t try to move a dangerous bull on foot or alone.

Always wash and dry your hands after working with cattle.

Accepted Good Practice

Handling cattle safely is a skill that comes with time and experience. Skilled cattle

handlers understand how cattle behave and react. They know where to stand and

how to move. They work together and get cattle to do what they want — quietly,

smoothly and safely

Risks and good practice

Mustering

Prepare the route in advance. Open the gates and work out where the
cattle are likely to break away, so you can be on guard.

When using a motorbike for mustering cattle, drive slowly and seck
terrain where you can clearly see hazards or obstructions. Always wear a
helmet.

Working with cattle in the yards and shed

Before yarding cattle,
make sure the yards
are properly set-up
and free of debris.
Remove any  sharp
objects that could
injure  or  frighten
people or livestock.

Wear steel-capped
boots.

Before working with

them, leave cattle in
the yards for about 30 minutes so they can calm down and become
accustomed to surroundings.
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Keep cattle calm — limit loud noises like shouting, barking dogs and
revving motorbikes. Try to stay out of an animal’s ‘personal space’
around its head.

Plan an escape route in advance.

Never stand in front of a bar used as a slip rail or hock bar behind the last
animal. Always stand at the end of the bar, and keep it at arm’s length in
case it jerks upward.

Install kick rails in the milking shed. Stay behind the kick rails wherever
possible.

Loading and unloading

Dehorning/ear tagging

Cows with calves

Maintain the loading ramp and race in good Working order. Make sure
the animals are fit for transport and loaded correctly.

Disbudding of calves or use of
polled breeds is recommended.

Never dehorn large cattle when
you’re alone in the race.

When ear-tagging, always work
from above the animals’ head —
never through the rails. For
difficult animals and bulls, use a

head bail.

Do not get between the calf and the mother without a barrier or other
protection, especially when weighing or ear-tagging a newborn calf.

If you have to catch a calf, keep it between you and the mother. Try to

keep a fence or vehicle between you and the cow.

Avoid lifting calves if possible. If you have to lift a calf, use your legs and
keep your back as straight as possible.

Castrate cattle as early as possible.

Zoonoses/vaccinations

Some vaccinations are dangerous to humans and should be only done by a

veterinarian.

Manage zoonoses through maintaining a vaccination and parasite control

program and by thoroughly Washing and drying hands.

20



Drenching

® When drenching, use a pour-on with large cattle if you can. Apply it
close to the animal to reduce splash.

® Do not get it on your skin.

Working cattle through
the race/the crush
® Never get in the race
with large cattle. Don’t
put your arms, head or
legs through the race
walls.

® Work with a partner if :
you can.

e Make sure the cattle
have room to move in

the forcing pen.
® Pack the race firmly to stop the cattle moving back and forth.

e [f there’s a safe and well-maintained catwalk, use it.

KNOW THE SIGNS By Dr Rick Rasby

OF IMPENDING CALVING IN COWS OR HEIFERS

As the calving season g NN
approaches, the cows will &
show typical signs that will
indicate  parturition  is
imminent. Changes that
are gradually seen are
udder development, or |

making bag and the
relaxation and swelling of |
the vulva or springing.
These indicate the cow is
due to calve in the near
future.

There are many A et \' | e aa Y, SB
differences between individuals in the development of these signs and certainly
age is a factor. The first calf heifer, particularly in the milking breeds, develops
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udder for a very long time, sometimes for two or three months before
parturition. The springing can be highly variable too.

Typically, in the immediate two weeks preceding calving, springing becomes
more evident, the udder is filling, and one of the things that might be seen is the
loss of the cervical plug. This is a very thick tenacious, mucous material hanging
from the vulva. It may be seen pooling behind the cow when she is lying down.
Some people mistakenly think this happens immediately before calving, but in fact
this can be seen weeks before parturition and therefore is only another sign that
the calving season is here.

SIGNS WITHIN 24 HOURS OF CALVING

The immediate signs that usually occur within 24 hours of calving would be
relaxation of the pelvic ligaments and strutting of the teats. These can be fairly
dependable for the owner that watches his cows several times a day during the
calving season. The casual observer or even the veterinarian who is
knowledgeable of the signs but sees the herd infrequently cannot accurately
predict calving time from these signs.

The relaxation of the pelvic ligaments really cannot be observed in fat cows,
(body condition score 7 or greater). However, relaxation of the ligaments can be
seen very clearly in thin or moderate body condition cows and can be a clue of
parturition within the next 12 - 24 hours. These changes are signs the producer or
herdsman can use to more closely pinpoint calving time.

Strutting of the teats is not really very dependable. Some heavy—milking cows will

have strutting of the teats as much as two or three days before calVing. On the

N LEGEMENS ILIGAMENT GONE
STILL PALPABLE ! f (NOTICE THE SUNKEN SPACE

|
& (INDICATED BY THE ARROW) " BETWEEN THE PIN BONE AND

THE TAILHEAD)



other hand, a thin poor-milking cow may calve without strutting of the teats.

Another thing that might be seen in the immediate 12 hours before calving would
be variable behavior such as a cow that does not come up to eat, or a cow that
isolates herself into a particular corner of the pasture. However, most of them
have few behavioral changes until the parturition process starts.

Dr. Rick Rasby is a Professor of Animal Science at the University of
Nebraska—Lincoln, USA. This article was copied from the beef.unl.edu site.

PHOTOS were supplied by Ashley Browning of Red Fox Farm, Livingston,
Montana, USA

BULLS AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA

Please note ALL BULLS & cows must be registered to enable you to register
their offspring - If in doubt, ask the bull owner or Herd Registrar.
WELLINGTON /7 SOUTH WAIRARAIPA/KAPITI COAST

David & Kathleen Stevens (Judgeford - Porirua) - Membership #1279 - Available in
Wellington/South Wairarapa/Kapiti Coast (ask about other areas). Ph 027 3797939
Email: ngakererul119@outlook.com. Bull available - Whakaahuru Vero — Polled,
Tested PHA, BD1 & BD2 clear - — Bull owner delivers to/from your farm.
MANAWATU / WHANGANUI /NORTH WAIRARAPA

Michelle Goodwin (Whanganui) — Pearson Stud — Membership #1114, Available in
the Whanganui/Taranaki/Manawatu arca Email: pearsondexters(@gmail.com -
027 446 4670 - Bull available Pearson Hanley — Black — Chondro Negative —
Homozygous Polled.- Bull owner delivers and collects from your property.

Kim and Sam Wheelhouse (Palmerton North) - Inverham Stud - Membership
#1126, Available anywhcrc in the lower north island /Hawkes Bay if required.

Email kmwheelhouse(@gmail.com Ph 063580305 - Mob 02102680624 Bull

available - Cherry Oak Nial — Bull owner pickup to/from your farm.

Bruce Jones (Palmerston North) — Box Palm Stud _ Membership # 101. Available
anywhere Mid and Lower North Island. Ph: 027 2324575. Bulls Available Lexith
Matipou, Pearson Eoin, Whakapapa Dream Hermes. — Bull owner delivers
to/from your farm.

BAY OF PLENTY

Melissa Hartley (Katikati) — Riverside Farm Stud — Membership #1211, Available
in Bay of Plenty, - Mob.0210563881 Email.info@riversidefarm.nz - Bull available -
Lindisfarne Red Chilli — On your farm or cow’s on bull owners farm may be an

option?

Lizzi Thompson - Blue Mist Dexters - Mem # 1229 - Waihi - lizzi@bluemist-nz-
dexters.online Mob 027 208 0631 Lindisfarne Renegade #7832,PB red
polled, BD1/BD2/PHA negative, A2 Beta Casein: A2/A2 Blue Mist Twilight
Renegade # 8530 black, polled, BD1/BD2/PHA negative, A2 Beta Casein: A1/A2.
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AUCKLAND

Derek and Heather Free (Wellsford) - Happy Heritage Stud - Membership #
1094. Available in the Upper North Island. Email heathergracefree(@gmail.com
Mob 02102066800, Bull available Cherry Oak Quincy - On your farm or cows on bull
owners farm may be an option?

NORTHLAND

Jo Olsen (Whangarei) - Rivendell Stud - Membership #1301. Ph: 0273047644
Email: jofo.olsen@gmail.com Bull available Happy Heritage Sid Black, Polled, BD1,
BD2 & PHA Free. Local transport available by owner, float trained for other movements

FOR SALE or WANTED

STOCK FOR SALE

WAIRARAPA AREA - 3x black LL polled heifer calves (one reg. Whakaahuru Clodagh
8547) 2x black LL polled steer calves, DOB 6/25 — ready early 26. 2 x 5-year old cows,
black (reg Whakaahuru Elle 8034) and dun) 1x 3-year old cow, black (reg. Whakaahuru

Sheena 8361). Are great mothers and easy to handle.
Contact Deb, Ph: 021938594, Email: hughes354@outlook.com

BAY OF PLENTY - Blue Mist Twilight Renegade # 8530 PB black, polled BD1/BD2/PHA
negative, A2 Beta Casein: Al1/A2. DOB: 25/01/2025. Halter broken, ties up,
quiet. Lindisfarne Renegade #7832, PB red polled, BD1/BD2/PHA negative, A2 Beta
Casein: A2/A2. DOB: 09/09/2018

Contact: Lizzi Ph.027-208-0631 lizzi@bluemist-nz-dexters.online

SEMEN FOR SALE

BLUE MIST MIDNIGHT PHOENIX #8295, PB black dchorned, by Whitestone Phoenix
(UK), $85/straw. BD1/BD2/PHA negative with red factor. A1/A2.

LINDISFARNE RENEGADE #7832, red polled, BD1/BD2/PHA negative, A2 Beta Casein:
A2/A2.$85/straw. All prices + GST and storage transfer fees.

Contact: Lizzi 027-208-0631 lizzi(@bluemist-nz-dexters.online

ROMARC GERONIMO - Australia $20 per straw + transfer fee. MOLLENS JULIUS -
Denmark $55 per straw + transfer fee. Elmgrove Millennium — UK $35 per straw + transfer
fee. All well bred bulls and limited straws per bull available.

Contact Patsy Ph 078299746 Email: charming.stud(ODslingshot.co.nz

ADVERTISING RATES IN COLOUR

MEMBERS ONLY RATES ARE:

%4 Page - $20 4 Page - $35 Full Page - $60 Double Page $100
Members may insert an advert of approx. 35 words - FREE OF CHARGE
PLUS, if you pay for 3 adverts of the same size, you get the 4" one FREE!
** STUD ADS $15 PER ISSUE or 4 FOR $45 * *
NON-MEMBER ADVERTISING FEES 50% ON TOP OF MEMBERS FEES OR BY NEGOTIATION
Please contact the Editor to find out more details

dispatch@dextercattle.nz
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