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EDITORIAL Maureen Pettersson

In this issue you will find an ad for a

New Editor. I am not giving this job up
lightly and I have been asking for
someone to take it over from me for a

couple of years now.

My first issue was way back in 2013 # 82
and I took on this job temporarily,
helping out the Dexter Cattle Society
whilst they found someone to take over
on a more permanent role. But here I am
12 years later and I must admit I have
actually enjoyed putting these issues
together for you the members.

There comes a time though when one
! neceds to hang up their hat and pass this
- i S8 on to someone else, so now it’s time for
me to say farewell as Editor of the Dexter Dispatch.

The Editor’s position is not hard, I have been doing this on Word and I'm sure
that someone with a better knowledge of computers etc. could do a much better
job than me. I hate to say it but if I can do it, anyone who can write a letter on
word can also do it, perhaps make it even easier with a more knowledgeable
background etc. which may be too complex for me. I have actually also learnt so
much over these years from reading articles when looking for subjects to put in
each issue, information I would never have read under normal circumstances. |
have met (mainly over the internet) so many Dexter breeders from all over the
world. One of the people I did actually get to meet was a breeder from the US,
who came to visit us and after a tour of Wellington on a perfect day, we talked
Dexters whilst enjoying a fantastic BBQ. Also many years ago Wayne and I visited
Canada and visited a couple of breeders one of whom I still stay in contact with
and I'm in regularly contact with others.

[ will be turning 70 in September and I would like to be able to take a few steps
away from a few things that tie me down and have time to relax a little more. So I
am urgently looking for someone to take on this Off Council Position in the
coming months or unfortunately The Dexter Dispatch, I hate to say will come to

an end @

If you would like more details please contact me dispatch@dextercattle.nz

2



mailto:dispatch@dextercattle.nz

PRESIDENT’S REPORT Grant Keymer

Last month I sent all members a
newsletter by  email, asking for
expressions of interest in helping our
Herd Registrar Michelle, with the vital
work she does in processing registrations,
transfers and culls. Without a Herd
Registrar, the registry would be frozen in
time, with no animals able to be
registered or transferred.

My request largely fell on deaf ears, but I
did receive one reply, for which I'm very
grateful indeed. We have someone who

is keen to become the next Herd
Registrar, but she won't be available until early 2027. A handover period will be
required, so it is fair to say, that Registrations and Transfers are likely to
encounter significant delays for the next 18 months or so. Michelle now has a
demanding full-time job and is no longer able to devote much time to her role as
Herd Registrar.

If your application for registration or transfer is correctly completed, with all
necessary information, and you've made payment into our account, it should be
completed within a month. However, if information is missing, or payment
hasn't been received, your registration or transfer will be delayed until the

following monthly processing window.

I expect that some of the more difficult cases will be handed over for me to sort
out, but I have a lot of other work to do, so this will cause further delays. The
best thing we can all do, is please double-check registrations and transfers before
sending them off. If you don't understand what is required, then by all means
send me an email, or if you'd prefer, pick up the phone and let's talk. My contact
details are on the centre page of the Dispatch, or may easily be found on our
website.

COPYRIGHT - DISCLAIMER

Articles published in the New Zealand Dexter Dispatch are the sole intellectual property
of the acknowledged author or DCSNZ Inc. They should not be re-printed without express
permission of the author/s. Other than official reports & notices of the council & its officers,
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the DCSNZ Inc. The Society
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any published opinion or information supplied
by individuals or re-printed from other sources.




MEMBERSHIP REPORT Jillian Walst

By the time we get to read this edition of the
Dispatch, our AGM will have been and gone. 1
do hope that many of you will have joined in
with the zoom meeting. It is hoped that the
case of simply sitting in front of your device,
rather than travelling to a physical location will
encourage members to join in..... even if our

past face to face meetings were much enjoyed!

Like many, we have family in Australia and try
to get to see them about this time each year,
before feeding out gets underway. . .although as
the photo shows, I am not sure if we will need
to do that for a while yet!

A week later.......
Just finishing this report and scnding to our Dispatch Editor Extraordinaire the
night before we fly out.

We made it to a
quorum for the
AGM...but only
just! And that was
made possible by
obliging  partners
joining in. Thank
you to those who
did connect in, but
I was disappointed
at the lack of
participation by \ J X
members. The o _‘ o SR bR il W

g

official portion of

the AGM (reports etc) does not take long at all and there is always good
discussion concerning aspects of Dexter care that is good hear and learn from. I
do realise that most members are small block farmers and life does not revolve
around the cattle/Society, but do consider it for next year, please.

It is my pleasure to welcome the following new members to the Dexter Society!!




New members: Area Stud

#1341 Joanna Mason Levin

#1342 Jocelyn & Errol Syme Ashburton River Lea
#1343 Saskia & Scott Rose Amberley

#1344 Abby Oliver & Simon Forsey ~ Rangiora 47
#1345 Lynda Barrington Amberley

#1346 Lucas Cowley Blenheim

#1347 Christine Pounsford Makarora Mulanje

HERD REGISRARS REPORT Michelle Goodwin

It is cold and wet here today and none of
the animals are enjoying it much.
Thankfully all the Autumn born calves
are old enough now to cope with

inclement weather.

As per the HR discussion at the AGM we
are on the lookout for an HR assistant.
To date no one has expressed interest and
so now all HR duties will be performed
once a week, most likely on a Saturday
evening. If for any reason your

registration or transfer information is : >
incorrect or you have not made your payment you w1ll be emalled durlng the
processing window. If you have not replied by the end of the processing window

your registration or transfer will wait until the following processing period.

It is unfortunate that this processing will only occur once a week as up until now I
have tried to process things once they are sent in but changes in my life have
meant that this can no longer occur. As there has been no interest from members
wanting to assist with this volunteer position it will be managed by me best as I

can.

So please note that when you process a registration or a transfer you are required
to pay for it immediately. If you have multiple registrations to process or you are
awaiting DNA results please make sure all information is in order before
submitting your form/s and your payment. If you do not make the payment with
your registration submission you will be reminded once, if it is not actioned you
will not receive further reminders. You will need to email the HR once you have
made the payment. There is a lot of follow up with this role, reminding members
of payments or asking for corrections to paperwork. It is time consuming and it is




not the job of the HR to keep following up with members to get their paperwork
in, get it correct, and make the correct payments. The onus is on you, the
member, to ensure that the sire and dam HB number match their names, that
their NAIT ids (Farm number/Individual Animal Number) are correct and that
you have the correct DNA test completed prior to bull registration. There have
been many, many communications about the correct DNA tests for bulls sent out
in Dispatches and on the Facebook page. If you have questions about DNA testing
please check the DCSNZ website first.

If anyone would like to take on the role of HR assistant it is about 1-2 hours a
week (seasonally affected) and requires a logical thinker who can follow a process.
Let Grant know if you think this might suit you. After all its volunteers that keep
your fees low.

Deaths or Culls — it is mandatory that members notify the Herd

Registrar of all deaths or culls of registered animals in their ownership.

So if you have any animals that have died, been home-killed or
gone to the works, please let the Herd Registrar know by
sending in the appropriate green registration papers, so that the

Herd Book can be kept up to date.

RESEARCH REPORT Tony Cutten

COMPARING AUSTRALIAN WITH NEW ZEALAND BEEF FARMS
Faced with reducing my library of books and the

challenge of down-sizing, I was delighted to find a
small Bulletin written by KW Robinson of the
University of Sydney among my cull books. Cattle in
tropical Australia Post-Primary School Bulletin Vol 8
No 7 mid 1950s. It was Published by RE Owen the
NZ Government Printer of the time, undated, I can
deduce it was written about 1954. Borrowed from
the Geography Dept at my High School, this little
treasure I confess has been in my possession, unreturned since 1958.

The Bulletin examines the vast dryland beef farming industry of Australia with all
its tribulations of drought, droving, post-war deprivation and the isolation of
station life. At that time, post-war, the UK took all the export beef Aussie could
produce. The classic movie Australia(2008) starring Nicole Kidman and Hugh
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Jackman gives a good idea of the challenges of beef farming in that country. Cattle
bred in the north needed moving to fattening properties much closer to better
pasture, meat works, the main centres and ports. This involved drovers, horses
and drives over great distances to rail heads or sealed roads for trucks. Up to 68kg
per animal could be lost on these arduous drives.

Rocklands station in NW Queensland / Northern Territory comprises 7770 sq.
kilometres (777,000
hectares) is a typical cattle
breeding station with some
horses and 380mm annual

| rainfall. Luckily it is situated

‘ \ ~ on a stream - the Georgina

s , K ' - River, part of the Barkly

e Tablelands.

This country is open grassy

- , - - downs  (savannah)  land

Sier Lsmpest e v s s dominated by the drought
tolerant Mitchell grass (Astrebla spp) In the 50’s it carried around 30,000
Shorthorn cattle (Bos taurus) - approximately one beast /27 hectares.

European Bos taurus cattle are not the best suited to the tropics with the heat and
the ticks challenging stock health. The better-suited Bos indicus cattle have
replaced the Shorthorns. Nowadays Rocklands carries mainly Brahman cattle
which were originally sourced from India, and are known for their high heat

tolerance.

Anna Creek Station at
2,367,700 hectares in
northern South Australia, is
Australia’s  largest cattle
ranch and the largest cattle
farm in the world. It is 3
times bigger than
Rocklands. Here the
rainfall is only 140mm
yearly while temperatures
Santa can reach 55C in summer.
Gertrudis | Stock numbers vary widely

depending on drought with




16,500 in 2002, only 1500 in 2008 then swelling to 17,000 in 2012. They carry
Santa Gertrudis cattle.

By comparison Anna Creek
is 7 times larger than the
largest  American  cattle
ranch, King Ranch 3,300
sq. km (334,000 ha) in
Southern Texas, and 3 times
larger ~ than  Rocklands.

King Ranch  carries
A ‘ ‘ \ America Red bred cattle
Red Bl T Sl which are derived from

crossing Santa Gertrudis

with Red Angus.

In general the northern drier regions of Australia favour Brahman and
Droughtmaster beef cattle. In the more temperate higher rainfall regions further
south the Bos taurus breeds predominate — Angus and Hereford.

Matt Dalgleish

Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)

Major Australian Cattle Breeds - National ep3
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 4S%
Angus 38.3%

Brahman GG 19.5%
Droughtmaster I 7.2%
Hereford I 6.6%
Wagyu BT 4.9%
Ultrablock Brangus I 4.8%
Santa Gertrudis I 3.9%
Charbray I 3.3%
Shorthorn i 1.8%
Euro (Simmental, Limousin, etc) Il 1.7%
Charolais | 1.5%
Murray Grey B 1.2%
Speckle Park | 0.6%

Other N 4.9%
Source:MLA, EP3

There are approximately 23,400 sheep and beef farms throughout New Zealand
(www.tupu.nz) carrying around 3.66 million cattle(Granwal,L 2025) while there
are 43,763 farms in Australia producing beef cattle, with a national herd of 26.6
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million head. (www.agriculture.gov.au) The average size of a beef farm in
Australia is roughly 13,317 hectares and this figure has increased over the past 20
years by 1,000 hectares. However the average size of Australian sheep farms has
decreased.

The average size of a lifestyle cattle farm in New Zealand is around 5-6
hectares. This size is consistent over time, with little change observed in the
average size. However, the total land area in lifestyle farming has increased
significantly, with an estimated 300-400 thousand hectares of land now in these
small blocks all over New
Zealand.

In contrast, Molesworth
Stationis in the mgh
country located behind
Marlborough’s Inland
KaikOura mountain
range. This is New
Zealand's largest farm, at
over 1,800 square
kilometres (170,000
hectares) and  supports
the country's biggest herd of 6,000-8000 cattle. One beast per 3 hectares. This is
approximately 10 times the stocking density of Rockland (NW QId) station.

Molesworth is a high-country cattle station with Angus and
Angus/ Hereford-cross cattle ranging free on the high country in the summer
months. They are brought down onto the warmer valleys during winter.

On large Australian
cattle stations, cattle
typically travel several
kilometres to water
holes, with  some
research indicating they
can walk up to 10
km. However, most
grazing activity occurs
within a shorter radius,
often 2 km, depending

on factors like pasture

Australia

availability and water


http://www.agriculture.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_country_(New_Zealand)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_country_(New_Zealand)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaik%C5%8Dura_Ranges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaik%C5%8Dura_Ranges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberdeen_Angus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereford_cattle

source distribution. This can lead to overgrazing near water points and
underutilization further away, which is a key consideration in calculating carrying
capacity. A station may have many water holes each with its windmill to draw up
sub-artesian water( www.mla.com.au/ grazing—pasture—management) compared
with walking 1-2 km for water the pampered NZ cow may only walk a few
hundred metres to drink maybe less.

In 2024, Australian beef exports reached a record 1.34 million tonnes(one tonne
= 1000kg) surpassing the previous record of 1.29 million tonnes set in 2014.
Most beef goes to the US and Southeast Asia. In the same year New Zealand's beef
exports totalled 481,657 tonnes, a small decrease in volume on the previous year,
but the value remained steady at NZD 4.39 billion. Export to China declined but
was offset by strong demand in the US.

Few NZ farmers devote themselves exclusively to beef production. In general, the
raising and finishing of beef cattle is carried out in conjunction with sheep
farming. 70% of total beef cattle are in the North Island, 30% in the south. Angus
predominates as the beef breed of New Zealand at 39%, Friesian,
Hereford/Friesian and mixed crosses account for 20-30% and Hereford 10%,
Beef is also produced from cull dairy cows, calves and young bulls fattened for

bull beef.

Summary
Australia New Zealand Multiple
Exported beef | 1.34 mio tonnes | 0.482 mio tonnes 2.78 x
Ave farm area | 13,317 ha 650 ha * 20.5 x
Rainfall 260mm + 1000mm Nth Is 650mm 3.2 x
SthIs

* 200ha in fertile high production areas, 1500 ha in South Is hill country

+ Mean of Anna and Rocklands Stations (many stations lower rainfall)

Disclaimer No part of this article was generated by Artificial Intelligence (AI).
The research was done only by my human brain using my own literature searching
and writing in my own language style.

References

WWW.tupu.nz /mri/fact-sheets /sheep—and—beef

https: / /www.agriculture. gov.au
Beef cattle livestock numbers in New Zealand 2014-2024 L.Granwal Mar 3 2025

www.mla.com.au/research-and-development / Grazing-pasture-management / native-

pasture/ grazing-management / grazing-distribution /
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A2/A2 -A1/A2 - A1/A1 By Lizzie Thompson

Maureen saw a post I put into our DCSNZ
Facebook page and asked if I'd like to write
an article for this!

There seems to be some confusion about
some milk terms, so here is a bit of
information:

Homogenisation:

The process called homogenisation breaks up
the fat lumps in the milk so the fat and the
proteins in the milk mix better and stay
solution, potentially making homogenised

milk "last" longer. Homogenisation is not related to the A1/A2 status of milk or

cow. Thisis a good article to help you understand the process of homogenisation

in more details:

https://www . huffpost.com/entry/pasteurized-homogenized-milk_n_5606168

Milk Proteins:

Milk proteins are the casein (insoluble) and the whey (soluble, or goes into liquid

solution).

A1l and A2 are two different forms of the casein
milk protein. Some people who cannot drink Al
beta casein milk can more easily digest the A2
form of casein.

Al vs A2 only differ in the amino acid at position
67 in the casein protein chain, but it seems to
make a difference in digestibility to some people.
This does not mean that Al or A2 are bad, they
are just different. We tend to have many cattle in
the Dexter breed which carry the A2 gene as well
as the Al gene.

Some people say (and put on their websites) that
“goats milk is homogenized”... but this is not
exactly true. While goats milk has smaller, better-
emulsified fat globules than cow’s milk, the cream

tends to stay longer in suspension, making the "need" for homogenisation less.

BUT, it is not truly "homogenised", which is a process done by people. Given

time, you can separate the fat out and make cheese, butter, etc. from goat milk.

11



A1/ A2 Beta Casein Genetics:

You can test for the coveted A2 beta casein genetics in cows and bulls at the same
time you test them for PHA, BD1, BD2, colour genetics, horn genetics, and
whatever else you want, all by the same sample of hair roots!

This is important, because ALL of us who are breeding Dexters should be at least
testing for the PHA, BD1 and BD?2 status of our breeding animals.

Protein chain showing amino acids in A1 and A2 beta-casein

A2 beta-casein

A1 beta-casein

One amino acid difference at position
67 in the protein chain

Here is a good, if slightly scientific, article to help you understand A1/A2
genetics:

https: / /www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/ 10.1080/10495398.2023.22676 14# abstract
More questions? Just ask!

Hope that answers your questions! If not, just ask!

Regards,

Lizzi Thompson

Elizabeth Thompson DVM MANZCVS GradDipTeach Waihi
Waikato and BOP Area Rep DCSNZ

WILSON’S QUOTE FOR THE SEASON ©

We do not remember
days,
_  We remember moments

12



URGENTLY NEEDED

NEW DEXTER
DISPATCH EDITOR

After 12 years of doing this for you the
members of the Dexter Cattle Society, I have
decided to hang up my cap.

I intend my last issue of the Dispatch to be
the December — Summer 2025

This is a 3 monthly job of about 20-24 hours
over 3-4 days each issue in total to complete.
Over the years I have enjoyed doing this job

immensely and have learnt so much and
made some lovely friends in New Zealand
and overseas.

I have been doing this on word but I’'m sure
that someone more competent with a
computer could do it with ease.

(If I can do it anyone who can write a letter
on word can do it)

I am more than happy and willing to help
anyone ease into this important portfolio.

For more information please contact me on
027 5273785 or dispatch@dextercattle.nz

Maureen Pettersson
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Taipuha Settlement Rd
RD1
Paparoa, 0571

DCSNZ INC. COUNCIL

P: 09 9503075
E: webmaster @dextercattle.nz

92A Takanini-Clevedon Rd
Ardmore, RD 2
Papakura 2582

P: 09 2981789
: secretary@dextercattle.nz

m

1324 Bulls Rd
RD 3, Kerikeri 0293

- 09 4071508
:_membership@dextercattle.nz

12 Kotuku Place
Masterton 5810

: 06 216 2787
: treasurer@dextercattle.nz

m o m ©

:021 1678751
: webassist@dextercattle.nz

m o

942A Oneriri Road, RD 2
Kaiwaka, 0573

P:
E: showing@dextercattle.nz

OFFICERS OUTSIDE COUNCIL

57 Papaiti Rd
RD 14
Whanganui, 4584

M: 022 3156554
E: herdreg@dextercattle.nz

137 Colletts Rd, RD 1
Upper Hutt 5371

E: dispatch@dextercattle.nz
M: 027 5263785 (texts preferred)

179 The Coastal H/way, RD 1
Appleby, Richmond 7081

P: 021 985 824
E: research@dextercattle.nz

COMPLAINTS OFFICERS

152 Ashworth’s Rd, RD 1
Amberley, Canterbury 7481

P: 027 4600985
E: dovey.reid@xtra.co.nz

354 Hughes Line, RD 2
Carterton, Wairarapa

P: 021 938594
E: hughes354@outlook.com
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CODE CONTACT

. 021 761957
Rosalie Bakker g@dextercattle..nz
P: 09 4275262
Dayle Flanagan dartfarm24@gmail.com
Robyn Snelgar 09 2981789
(Point of Contact) secretary @dextercattle.nz
Elizabeth Thompson

Vacant Would you like to be an Area Rep?
Vacal Would you like to be an Area Rep?

Would you like to be an Area Rep?

P: 022 3156554 (Michelle)
A P. 022 4661089 (Adrian)
Adrian Light E: manawatudexters@gmail.com

Maureen Pettersson P: 04 5263785
: stalybrook@xtra.co
_

: 03 3187237
Marion Mangnall jimari@xtra.co.nz
Rochelle Parkhill 021 1165093
E: rtparkhill@hotmail.com

DCSNZ CHARGES

MEMBERSHIP - RENEWAL DUE 1°" JULY
Full (if paid before 30 Sept) $40 Associate (if paid before 30 Sept) $30
Junior (if paid before 30 Sept) $20
Please note, there will be an administration fee of $10 on all fees paid after the 30" Sept.
Herd registration (stud name) One off fee: $25
Registrations — ALL grades
Bulls under 24 months: $30 Bulls after 24 months $60
Heifers/Cows under 24 months  $5 Visual Tag, $12 Brass Tag
Heifers/Cows after 24 months ~ $10 Visual Tag,  $24 Brass Tag

Transfers — Seller to pay this.
Within 30 days of sale: $15 Over 30 days after sale: $30

Replacement Brass Tags: $5each
DCSNZ BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS WESTPAC 030498-0252802-00

Michelle Goodwin




Know Your Wasps Before They Know You

By Kate Brennan

TS FOR A START, NOT ALL
' WASPS STING

& This information would have
. been handy when 1 was
collecting firewood recently.
Swarms of Asian paper wasps
during the heat of the day
restricced me to early
morning excursions and
others have reported similar

frustrations when wanting to
harvest fruit or work in the garden.

Upon taking a closer look, the husband — an ecologist — realised that nearly all of
the swarms menacing us at our home in Gordonton, Waikato, were male.

And males don’t sting, he assured me. The stinger on wasps (and bees) is a
modified ovipositor — the organ used by other insects to lay eggs — and only
females have them.

He proved his point later that afternoon when he caught a male paper wasp and
gently held it between thumb and finger. The little varmint was trying its best to
sting the blazes out of him, but not having the necessary equipment, was

endearing instead.

The point is — if you can identify and sex the wasps you're seeing you can work
out if you have to back off or whether you can cheerfully continue.

So where are the females, while the males are out, for the most part dancing
alone? This year’s queens and workers are coming to the end of their lives and are
dying off with the cooler weather, but their final act has been to produce a new
generation of queens, who are looking for somewhere to spend the winter. This is
why they come into houses to lurk in places where they might sting the unwary.
A friend was recently stung by a wasp in a discarded dishcloth; another found one
in the washing on her line. Our woodshed fills up with wasps at this time of year,
and gloves are required when getting the evening’s firewood.

WHAT WASP IS THAT?
There are several species of introduced wasps in New Zealand, some of which are
pests of tree crops, but there are four that are generally considered to be pests by
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the general public — the German wasp, the common wasp, the Asian paper wasp,
and the Australian paper wasp.

German wasp (Vespula germanica)

These have been in the country since the 1940s
and were the wasps of my childhood. They are
quite large insects, 12 to 17mm long, and are
bright yellow with relatively small amounts of
black. They have a row of small black dots down
either side of the back and, if you want to look
that close, there are three dots in a triangular

pattern in the middle of the face (or sometimes
two black dots like nostrils, and a vertical black midline). They are aggressive and
will sting humans and animals with little provocation. Their nests are made from
paper, quite large (often about the size of a football but can be much bigger), and
usually underground. The queens, which appear in the autumn, are obvious from
their larger size. Hibernating queens tuck their wings under their legs, so that at
first sight they may appear wingless.

Common wasp (Vespula vulgaris)

Common wasps are very like German wasps,
but have more extensive areas of black — the
bands across the back usually incorporate the
black dots so that these don’t stand out as
separate. There is a black anchor-shaped
marking on the face rather than the three
dots. Their sting is also nasty. They became
established in New Zealand only in the 1970s,
but they are now the main wasp in beech forests. They’re arguably the biggest

wasp pest in New Zealand, though there are some areas, such as here in the
Waikato, where they’re less common than German wasps.

Asian paper wasp (Polist chinensis)

These guys are slenderer than the German and

Pl & %
- | common wasps, from 13 to 25mm long, and
since their first appearance near Auckland in
1979, they have spread throughout the North
Island and the northern part of the South
| Island. Round here there seems to be more
and more every year. They are yellow and

¥, _ black and have long legs which dangle beneath
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their bodies during flight. For most of the year, only females are seen, but in the
autumn males appear.

If you have a bunch of paper wasps at your place, have a closer look and see if you
can tell how many females you’ve got, since they are really the only ones to
worry about. They stand out among the males as being bigger and blacker. They
have faces that are striped yellow and black, while males’ faces are almost entirely
yellow; males also have antennae that are curled at the end, and more extensive
yellow colouring overall, especially on their undersides. If you're struggling to
see the differences, try spraying a few and checking them out more closely once
they’re dead. But be careful, because it’s possible to get a sting even from a dead
female.

Paper wasps gather fibre from wood and plants, which they mix with saliva to
form small paper nests, usually up to about 10cm in diameter. These mostly hang
from vegetation or under eaves, but can also be in more confined spaces such as
under roofing tiles. Asian paper wasps are considered to be less aggressive than
German wasps, but will still actively defend their nests — and themselves.

Australian paper wasp (Polistes humilis)

4L PR | These sensitive souls don’t like frosts and live
' in warmer, coastal areas of the northern
North Island where they can be very
abundant. They’re slightly smaller than Asian
paper wasps and orange-brown in colour.
I'm not very familiar with this species and
haven’t been able to find much information

) £ £ about the males, but they’ll be smaller and
have the typical curly antennae.

Dealing with paper wasp nests

Although it is tempting to have a
crack at them as soon as you
discover the nest, wait until evening
or first thing in the morning when

the wasps are, literally, chilled.

We — well, the husband — have
destroyed at least 20 paper wasp
nests this season and we're still
discovering them. He notes where
the nest is and then comes back later

with the fly spray and gives the



whole nest a generous dose. Once the wasps are gone remove the nest and burn it
if possible, as other wasps will plunder it for material for their own building
projects.

German wasp nests

These are a little trickier to deal with
but they can be destroyed. If you can’t
find where your wasps are coming
from trying to follow their flight path
to discover their nest. You can
(carefully) flick white flour on the
critters to make them more
conspicuous and easier to track — in
the evening when the angle of the sun
is low they stand out better.

Visit the local hardware shop and buy

: yourself some Carbaryl-based
insecticide powder, then get yourself some tubing, about a metre long and 10mm
in diameter. Dip one end of it a few centimetres into the Carbaryl powder and
(taking great care not to inhale it!) puff the powder into the entrance to the nest.
First thing in the morning when the wasps are cool and quiet is the best time for
this.

Dang — I’'m stung. Now what?

Usually, wasp stings cause only local reactions but sometimes severe allergic
reaction occurs —ring 111 if needed.

If stung on the neck, face, or mouth, take an antihistamine and see a doctor
immediately. Stings can cause swelling in the throat, making it difficult to
breathe.

Otherwise, apply an ice pack on the area, or apply antihistamine cream (and take
it easy for the rest of the day.)

Things could be worse — at least we don’t have Japanese giant hornets in this

country!

Thanks to David Riddell for help in Compiling this article and for wasp Wrangling.

Many thanks to Kate Brennan and
Lifestyle Block allowing me to print

this article. lifestyleblock.co.nz
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AREA REPORT BAY OF PLENTY

Our thanks to those people who braved

the weather and came along from as far
as Te Kuiti and Te Puke to be part of
what turned out to be a fantastic day at
the home of Lizzi Thompson and
Matthew Mole, at Blue Mist Dexters
near Waihi.

After tea and coffee and an excellent
potluck lunch, we were offered a
presentation by  Jonathan Down,
Territory Sales Support Manager of
Nedap Livestock Management. For
many Dexter breeders with small holdings and full-time jobs, it can be difficult
(especially in winter!) to notice when their cows are beginning to come on heat,
when they are ready to breed, and when they are past it.

If you are trying to improve your herd genetics by using artificial insemination
(Al), these are things you need to know! Jon showed us some of their cattle
monitoring devices which help cattle breeders keep track of these vital timings. ..
when their cows are beginning to come on heat, when they’re ready to breed,
and when they’re off.

Their current devices comprise either very lightweight RFID Collars (If you’ve
seen the others, you’d understand!) or RFID ear tags which are linked via
antennae and a processing unit into the cloud to make monitoring your own cows
a breeze, wherever you are!

A lively discussion ensued, and Jon was more than happy to answer all of our

questions and listen to our concerns as small holders.

Unlike some companies offering similar devices and services, Nedap has some
great options for those of us with small holdings and small cow numbers. We are
waiting for exact pricing options, but it is possible that interested members of
DCSNZ as a group could be a part of this program. Watch this space!

The weather cleared for our farm walk, and stayed clear for nearly half of it! Our
friendly cows, calves, and bulls cooperated and seem to enjoy the visit as well,

even though they’d never seen this many people at one time in their lives!

We finished with yummy desserts, more coffee and tea, and a lot more great
camaraderie and shared stories. We plan to hold meetings every other month at
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this point, so if you are in the Waikato or the Bay of Plenty Branch, please let us
know if you’d like to host a meeting. While I was at the NZVA annual
conference a few weeks ago, I made contact with several companies with
products and services which might interest our members to give us presentations
at our meetings, so if you don’t have anyone to speak, I might!

- =

If members are going to make R

the effort to participate in a
meeting at some distance from
their home farms, I would like
to make it of value to them, not
just for the fantastic social
aspect, but also to learn
something which can benefit

their herd and their life.

“A huge thank you to Keith and
Heather ~ Wraitt for their
donation of two bags of high
protein calf nuts! Carl Botha previously Carwijabo Stud (Te Kuiti) and Craig
Taylor of Grandstone Stud (Waihi) won the two drawers for the feed! Keith
Wraitt is the Bay of Plenty representative for Takanini Horse Feeds, if you're
looking for a great feed! “

Thanks again to everyone who made the trip to attend the meeting today.

Looking forward to our next one!

Looking forward to our next one!
Kind regards

Lizzi and Matt

Blue Mist Dexters

If you'd like to learn more about Nedap, here is their website:
http:/ /qr.nedap-livestockmanagement.com /bf6gZp

HOW DO I RECOGNISE ILLNESS OR INJURY IN MY LIVESTOCK?

By: Amanda Bowes

Keeping livestock means there is always the potential for illness or injury, so how
do we recognise when our animals might need help? Most grazing animals are
prey animals and so their instinct is to not show weakness if they are sick or
injured, as this can be detrimental to their survival. As their guardians, we
therefore need to be on the lookout for anything that might indicate the animal is

unwell or injured.
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How do we recognise injury? There are always obvious signs of injury
but sometimes they may be more subtle.

OBVIOUS SIGNS MAY INCLUDE:

° Bleeding: Bleeding from a cut or puncture wound. It will either look red

if fresh, or blackish if coagulated and the bleeding has stopped.

e Swelling: If there is swelling on any part of the animal’s body, it
shouldn’t be there. Swelling can be caused by an injury, but also from
illness. For example, Lumpy Jaw in cattle causes swelling from an
infection caused by illness.

® Runny eyes or closed eyes: If the
animal injures its eye, you will notice
a discharge from the eye or runny
eyes. The eye may be half or fully
closed. If it has cut its eyelid or
damaged the inside of the eye, there
may be blood also. Pink-eye is a
common infection of the eye where
getting a seed under the eyelid causes
an infection. The cornea can become
ulcerated and the animal may go
blind. Treating pink eye before it gets
to the stage of blindness will help the

animal recover more quickly.

® Lameness: If an animal suddenly goes lame, it is an indication that it may
have injured itself. If weather conditions aren’t wet and predisposing to
disease like footrot or scald, then the animal may have trodden on
something sharp, or pulled a muscle, much in the same way as people do.
Even though the hooves are hard, the sole is pliable, so if the animal
stands on something sharp it is akin to a person standing on Lego in bare

feet! Holding a foot up is a sign it has injured itself reasonably severely.

® Head tossing: If an animal shows signs of tossing its head, or rubbing the
side of its head or ears on the ground, it could be an indication it has
something in its ear. Grass seeds are notorious for getting into ears and
eyes. The seed or other foreign object can work its way out, but if head
shaking persists, it pays to find out what is causing it.

e Unwillingness to move: If an animal has injured its back, neck or legs, or
has sustained a puncture wound that is not directly visible, it may be
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unwilling to move about normally or eat normally. Sudden onset of
stiffness can point to injury.

Not eating: If the animal has injured its mouth it will probably stop
cating. There may not be obvious signs of injury, for example if it has cut
its tongue, but the behaviour will ring alarm bells.

ILLNESS

Injury and illness can go hand in hand. An unobserved injury, may cause illness

through infection. Whatever the cause, an animal that is ill may display the

following:

Listlessness: A listless animal is not hard to pick out in the crowd. While
others will naturally move away from you (unless feeding out!) an animal
that is listless is a sure sign not all is well.

Inability to get up: If
an animal stays lying
down  when  you
approach it (unless it is
very tame), that is an
indication it is not
well. A healthy animal
should bounce up and

take oft!

Isolating from the flock or herd: If an animal takes itself away from the

flock or herd, this is often because they are feeling poorly. An exception
to this is when an animal is about to give birth - then they often take
themselves off for some privacy' . 7

hanging is not a good sign. The
animal is either sick, has injured
itself, or has something stuck in its
mouth.

Swollen flanks: In cattle swollen
flanks or bellies can be a sign of bloat.
If they are grazing on clover rich

paddocks, a dewy morning can set off

bloat. It can happen incredibly quickly and kill the animal just as qu1ckly
Lamb foaming at the mouth and paddling: Can be an indication of Pulpy
Kidney or Tetanus. Usually happens to the biggest healthiest lambs
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® Animal lying down stiff legged and arched neck/head: Tetanus can cause
these symptoms.

® Staggering: Staggering can be caused by grass staggers, milk fever,
hypoglycaemia or eating something poisonous. If the animal is staggering,
it is sick.

® Dry nose: If you have got close enough to your animal or brought into a
yard for further inspection, a dry nose can indicate illness or infection.

® Runny poo: Runny poo can be caused by a change in dlet a high wom
burden or an infection from § ]
bacteria or a virus. Runny
poo is not normal and

should be investigated.

® Heavy breathing: An animal
struggling to breathe may
have a pneumonia type

infection.

® Loss of weight: If an animal
or animals are losing weight
despite good  feed, they
may have an underlying
illness or a high worm
burden. Broken teeth or
loss of teeth can also cause
weight  loss. If  many
animals are not thriving,
they could have a vitamin
or mineral deficiency.

e Temperature: If an animal
is running a fever, this is an

indication of illness.

¢ Not wanting to drink: A lack of interest in eating and drinking can point
to the animal being unwell.

® Limping: If limping is not caused by an injury, it could be caused by an
infection like footrot or scald.

IN SUMMARY
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Whether it is illness or injury, our animals let us know there is something amiss
by their behaviour and physical signs. People who spend a lot of time with their
animals will notice if there is the slightest change in an animal’s behaviour or
demeanour and catching signs of illness or injury early can make the recovery
quicker through early intervention and treatment.

Tendon Issues of New Born Calves By Dottie Love

nry Wa
S P

After an uneventful gestation and a normal delivery, your cow delivers a calf. As
he struggles to his feet, you’re shocked to see his legs aren’t straight.

The problem appears to be from his front knees down. The joints seen either too
tight or too loose, the calf may even be standing on the fronts or backs of his
pasterns?

Both of these conditions signify that the tendons that control muscle movement —
flexion and extension - are either contracted or lax. Contracted Flexor tendons is
the most common congenital abnormality of cattle. Lax extensor are also very

common.

DIAGNOSIS

At birth, front legs are bent in the wrong direction forwards or backwards. The
joints are not locked or rigid but either too relaxed or too constricted. Gentle
manual flexion does not cause undue pain.

CAUSES

There area four possible causes. Most cases are genetic in origin: both parents
must be carriers of a recessive gene. The calves position in the uterus may also
affect the degree of disability. Some cattle known for large calves (such as Belgian
Blue) have an extremely high occurrence of tendon problems. Also, the dam’s
consumption of toxic plants during pregnancy can cause this and other congenital

conditions.
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Nutrition has not been
implicated: however, it is
important to other conditions
that may resemble tendon
problems. The calf should be
clevated for signs of White
Muscle Disease, Weak Calf
Syndrome and Arthrogryposis.
Consult your vet on how to
symptoms as these conditions
are rare but life threatening

and need immediate attention.

TREATMENT

Most cases are mild and self-correct as the calf exercises. Daily improvements is

usually seen and the condition resolves in a few weeks. Frequent manual
extensions of the joint to stretch the tendons, ligaments and muscles aids the
treatment. If the calf is putting pressure on other areas of the legs, inspect them
frequently for abrasions that may cause secondary infections. If possible, keep him
with mum in a pen with a soft surface.

If the calf can’t walk or stand to nurse, he
may need a temporary splint that will
support the calves legs and force him to
bear weight on his toes. However,
splinting does not allow for the tendons
to strengthen and will delay the process.
The splints can be constructed of PVC
pipe cut in half lengthways, smooth the
edges, pad the splints and wrap carefully
so that the circulation is not impacted.
Remove the splints daily to avoid
pressure sores and allow the calf to
exercise the leg.

If in any doubt always consult your vet, as
a plaster cast may also be indicated in
some cases or your vet made decide to

perforrn corrective surgery if
improvement is not seen in several weeks.

This article has been edited
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BULLS AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA

Please note ALL BULLS & cows must be registered to enable you to register
their offspring - If in doubt, ask the bull owner or Herd Registrar.
WELLINGTON / SOUTH WAIRARAPA/KAPITI COAST

David & Kathleen Stevens (Judgeford - Porirua) - Membership #1279 - Available in
Wellington/South Wairarapa/Kapiti Coast (ask for other arcas). Ph 027 3797939 Email:
ngakererul119@outlook.com. Bull available - Whakaahuru Vero — Polled, Tested
PHA, BD1 & BD2 clear - — Bull owner delivers to/from your farm.

MANAWATU / WHANGANUI /NORTH WAIRARAPA

Michelle Goodwin (Whanganui) — Pearson Stud — Membership #1114, Available in
the Whanganui/ Taranaki/Manawatu area Email: pearsondexters@gmail.com - Ph.
027 446 4670 - Bull available Pearson Hanley — Black — Chondro Negative —
Homozygous Polled.- Bull owner delivers and collects from your property.

Kim and Sam Wheelhouse (Palmerton North) - Inverham Stud - Membership
#1126, Available anywhere in the lower north island /Hawkes Bay if required.

Email kmwheelhouse@gmail.com Ph 063580305 - Mob 02102680624 Bull

available - Cherry Oak Nial — Bull owner pickup to/from your farm.

Bruce Jones (Palmerston North) — Box Palm Stud _ Membership # 101. Available
anywhere Mid and Lower North Island. Ph: 027 2324575. Bulls Available Lexith
Matipou, Pearson Eoin, Whakapapa Dream Hermes. — Bull owner delivers
to/from your farm.

BAY OF PLENTY

Elizabeth Thompson (Waihi) — Blue Mist Stud—Membership #1229,
Waikato/BOP/Auckland. Lindisfarne Renegade, Polled Red bull, negative BD-1/2
and PHA. Email; lizzi@bluemist-nz-dexters.online Ph:027-208-0631 — Transport
via Regional Transport.

Melissa Hartley (Katikati) — Riverside Farm Stud — Membership #1211, Available
in Bay of Plenty, - Mob.0210563881 Email.info@riversidefarm.nz - Bull available -
Lindisfarne Red Chilli — On your farm or cow’s on bull owners farm may be an
option?

AUCKLAND

Derek and Heather Free (Wellsford) - Happy Heritage Stud - Membership #
1094. Available in the Upper North Island. Email heathergracefree(@gmail.com
Mob 02102066800, Bull available Cherry Oak Quincy - On your farm or cows on bull
owners farm may be an option?

NORTHLAND

Jo Olsen (Whangarei) - Rivendell Stud - Membership #1301. Ph: 0273047644
Email: jofo.olsen(@gmail.com Bull available Happy Heritage Sid Black, Polled, BDI,

BD2 & PHA Free. Local transport available by owner, float trained for other movements
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FOR SALE or WANTED

STOCK FOR SALE

UPPER HUTT AREA - Black, LL & Polled 11 month old heifer Stalybrook
Padrigan dob 15/10/24, can organise transport in Lower North Island - $700
Contact Maureen Ph: 027 5263785 Email: stalybrook(@xtra.co.nz

CANTERBURY AREA — 21 Various age/ sex Dexters Moving so ALL MUST GO —
12 A2/A2 Black Cows, 1 A2/A2 Black Heifers, 8 Black Steers.
Contact Helen Ph: 027 688 3717 Email: helen@kimberlite.co.nz

DARGAVILLE AREA - Young bull for sale. Born last September. Red, polled, negative
PHA, BD1&2.5900
Contact Rosalie Ph 021 761957 Email rosalie.bakker@icloud.com

SOUTHLAND AREA - Castlepoint Arthur #7103 — Black Bull, De-Horned -

POA. Contact: Tania Ph: 021 207 0965 Email: taniaandjacob(@yahoo.co.nz
WANTED TO BUY

SOUTHLAND AREA — 2 Cows or Heifer prefer in calf, any colour. Can take
delivery mid May. Contact Mark Ph 0272607804 Email markzwies @gmail.com

WHANGAREI AREA - 2 heifers — Preferably up to 2 yrs - naturally Polled, LL & black

& ared. Contact: Jo Olsen Ph: 0273047644 Email: jofo.olsen@gmail.com
WAIKATO AREA - Wanted to lease or buy, red polled bull, long leg, 12-18 months

old, for September/October mating.
Contacts Jane Ph:0274146416 Email: crackle(@kinect.co.nz

SEMEN FOR SALE

BLUE MIST MIDNIGHT PHOENIX #8295, black, by Whitestone Phoenix (UK),
$85/straw. BD1/BD2/PHA Negative with red factor. LINDISFARNE RENEGADE
#7832, red polled, BD1/BD2/PHA Negative, $85/straw. All prices + GST and storage
transfer fees.

Contact Lizzi Ph: 027 208-0631 Email: lizzi(@bluemist-nz-dexters.online

ROMARC GERONIMO - Australian import $40 per straw + transfer fee. MOLLENS
JULIUS - Denmark $85 per straw + transfer fee.

Contact Patsy Ph 078299746 Email: Charming.stud @slingshot.co.nz

ADVERTISING RATES IN COLOUR

MEMBERS ONLY RATES ARE:
% Page - $20 1% Page - $35 Full Page - $60 Double Page $100
Members may insert an advert of approx. 35 words - FREE OF CHARGE
PLUS, if you pay for 3 adverts of the same size, you get the 4" one FREE!

** STUD ADS $15 PER ISSUE or 4 FOR $45 * *
NON-MEMBER ADVERTISING FEES 50% ON TOP OF MEMBERS FEES OR BY NEGOTIATION
Please contact the Editor to find out more details

dispatch@dextercattle.nz
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